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MEMORANDUM FOR HENRY A, KI‘SSING‘E_)_.R_.J
" FROM: Roger Morris

SUBJECT: Your Meeting with Pius:Qkigho. (0-KEEG-bo) Biafran
Special Representative ~- )4:30 p. m. today

I think you are up to date on the more important m111tary and B
political developments of the Nigerian war, .(A copy of our latest status j'-': '
report to the President is attached; as a hlstory refresher, I have also’
attached my first memo on Nigeria.) ' n T

. {Gkigborisroner ofeBiafratstr Svinpeainti#FoadorIF s eits U
mggeqssympathywandwsuppo’rt‘@‘"Typlcally, he iskurbarew®:
;andepersistent: HeawaswNigerialszhmbas sadamtmthe&GommomMarkeﬁs
Jprion.tosseeession; wrote the definitive book on Afrlca, and the Market,.

is a first-rate economist who would" be a prlze for, any unlver51ty here. _
(Okigbo is being accompanied by Dr.. Otue (O- tu—way) the Blafran NREEN
officed unofficially in New York, : : e

Oklgbqeunderstandsnclearlyathaﬁ‘ ‘s&donrg&the‘!“ 1Kkin
while.we:only<listenspolitely. He will qulckly slide over relief == if he'.
touches it at all -~ to the political problem. . There is the standard recital
of atrocities against the Ibos, bad faith of the Federals; and the unwavering *
determination of the Biafrans to fight to the death. (There is also a usual:
warning of rising Soviet influence in Federal Nigeria. )’ Oklgbo S favorlte
line is that sovereignty is the only authentlc guarantee that the Ibos w1ll
survive as a people in West Africa. :

Okigbo.willzprobably.press. horn_e:,two@»poiht s:‘

Thes Feds- can't w1n~m111tar11y=aﬁ The OAU and the1r other fr1ends

issue of secession. (What they Want 1n effect 'is a publlc' ’tat'

ment that we no longer have an 1ntere st in: ”one ngerla_”_r 3
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1. You thought it useful and fair to give the Biafrans a hearing on
these issues. We assume their absolute discretion about this meeting.

2. The President has made our position very clear on the civil
war. We are concerned to do all we can on relief. That is what Clyde
Ferguson is doing and we hope Biafra will cooperate in these efforts,

3. But we don't think it serves anyone's interest for the U. S. to
become embroiled in the bitterly disputed political questions in the conflict.

4. We will continue to watch developments in Nigeria and Biafra
very closely. The Biafrans should know that there are ample ways to
convey their views or information to responsible people in this Government.

5. At this point we simply hope that both sides in the war would
 resolve to try negotiations. No outsider can force that decision. But
Biafra strengthens her case most effectively by being as reasonable and
conciliatory as possible in getting talks started.
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