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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date August 6, 1968
to Bertram H. Gold

from Nathan Perlmutter

subject

Further to our last meeting and in anticipation of our next
meeting on the subject of a consultation amongst staff

in order to probe the question of Negro-Jewish relations:

We discussed the following as participants: Gold, Hirsh,
Yarmon, Perlmutter, Tanenbaum, Segal, Bookbinder, Himmelfarb,
Birnbaum, Podhoretz, Levine, Samet, Lazere and Fleischman.

As the framework for the discussion started taking shape

in our own conversation, it was something as follows:

To date we have been pro-Negro aspirations and we have been
supportive of Jewish interests. These aspirations and
interests, however, are showing increasing signs of on
occasions being in conflict., What, then, are the issues
which lie ahead and which we ought be thinking through

in order to determine our over-all strategy and the
immediate effect ofA our execution of tactics. The effect
on Negro-Jewish relationships; the effect on Jewish-liberal
relationships; the effect on moderate Negroes; etc.
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August 1968

- RON KARKNGA

Ron Karenga was-born Ronald McKiﬁley dverett on July
1%, 1941 in Parsonburg, Md., the fourteenth child in the family of a
poor Baptist minister. (Karenga is Swahili for "keeper of the tradi-
tion"). Married, the father of three éhildren, lives in .4 two-bedroom
home in Los Angeles.

In 1959 Karenga enrolled in Los Angeles City College and
was elected president of the student body in his senior year. He has
ari MA Degree in political science from the University of California
and was a candidate for &4 Ph.D. in linguistics, specializing in
African languages. Karenga teaches Swahili to his followers and at
a local high school.

Karenga, as chairman; heads a Los Angeles based, militantly

black nationalist organization known simply as US, which he organized

in February 1966. As the Saturday Evening Post of July 16, 1966 ob-
se;ved, "US" is not an acronym. According to Karenga, "US is the
black people," and quotes the US motto: anywhere we are US is. US
leaders venerate the late Malcolm X as their patron saint. Members
of US adopt African names and follow & traditionalist, self-created
African religion called Kuwaida, ﬁhich accordingto Karenga Jis more
functional than spiritual in working for the day-to-day good of
black people.*™ 3

The Los Angeles free Press of September 2, 1966 character-

ized US as the most influential of all the many black nationalist

organizations in Los Angeles. According to the New York Post of

September 29, 1967, Karenga does not hide his intention of "trying
to build a powerful nationalist organization that might one day opt

for violent revolution."
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The US organization utilizes miiitary-like formations
similar to those employed by the Black Muslims' elite guard - Fruit
of Islam. Often vhen Karenga walks along the Watts' streets, he 1is
inside a wedge formation made up of US members.,

On May 27, 1965  the New York Times reported that four

members of US were arrested in Los Angeles. Three were held in
$15,000 bail each on charges that included the carrying of a concealed
weapon, resisting arrest, assault on a policeman and taking a prisoner
from the police. Two of these men wore US T-shirts with a picture of
the late Malcolm X on the front. The police have reported persons
wearing such shirts participating in racial wviolence.

Karenga holds weekly lectures whiéh are segregated "soul
sessions" on a broad range of subjects, including his concept of
pre-emptive gelf-defense (the concept holds that if you think you are
about to be hit - hit first). These sessions are always well at-
tended, attracting from 200-400 people at each session.

When Karenga is asked by @ white interviewer about his
views on the use of force, or to discuss in detail his concept of
self-defense, he "politely but firmly" refuses to do so. Instead he
discusses his philosophy of revolution. In his "Quotable Karenga"
he summarizes that philosophy by saying "you must have a cultural
revolution before the violent revolution.® Ron Karenga says his
philosophy is built upon "the chosen people idea." But he emphasizes
the ultimate goal is neither to force black ideas on whites, nor for
Negroes to withdraw into an isolated separate society. Karenga ex-
plaining “The racist view of the chosen people concept" says, "we're
better than anyone else."™ "But we take the nationalist view. It

says, what we have is better for us, but not necessarily better for

others.X
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Karenga 1s said to be, by people vho know him, a shrewd
politician who works behind the scenes as a lobbyist for slack
Nationalism. After the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Karenga had a private interview with vaernor Ronatd Reagan in
Sacramento at the Governor's invitation. About the same time he
also met with Los Angeles Police Chief Thomas Reddin., It is felt
by some that wvhile rioting erupted in many other clties, after the
Dr, King assassination, Los dngeles remained quiet because of the
key role played by Karenga. According to one source "he controls

the military troops."™ However, The Wall St. Journal 7/26/68 points

out "some observers wonder how long Mr. Karenga can retain his
militant following without resorting to violence."™ The article con-
tinues "Mr. Karenga avoids a direct response to this question,but,
speaking of his role in preventing rioting in Los Angeles, he says
'the capacity to use power often eliminates the need to use it.'"®

2 Karenga has become personally involved with a broad spectrum
of the Negro power structures, thereby gaining the respect of both
Negroes and whites. He played a key role in the formation in Los
Angeles of the Black Congress, an umbrella organization whose member
groups range from militant bodies like US, to moderate organizations
like the NAACP. His prestige also rose after his open participation
in an "Operational Steering Committee" formed by the Black Congress
only hours after Dr. King's death. Its main purpose was to prevént
Negro riots.

The New York Times of July 21, 1967, on the various groups

attending the much publicized Black Power Conference then meeting in
Newark, N. J., stated that: "His Lfarengg7 organization is said to

Trecruit and train Negroes for a revolution which, according to one
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timetable, will take place in 1972."

KARSNGA'S ANTI-SsMITISM

In the Hearings before the House Un-American Activities
Committee of the Ninetieth Congress, First Session, seeking to determine
the subversive influences in riots, looting and burning in the Watts
area of Los Angeles, William A. Wheeler, west coast investigator for
the Committee, was asked by Committee General Counsel Chester D. Smith
as to the attitude of US towards Jews. Wheeler testified that the
House Committee inveétigative staff considered US to be an anti-Semitic
organization. In support of this conclusion Wheeler testified that
Allen Jamal, Vice Chairman of US and a close confidant of Karenga, was
interviewed by a "law enforcement agency" in March 1966. Wheeler
testified that Jamal was quoted in the report as having said "all whites
"are bad, Jews are worse and the police...are the worst of all.”
Wheeler further testified that later in March 1966 Karenga
was interviewed by the same agency and quoted the following from the
Police Department's intelligence report:
"Karenga asked if either one of us were jewish.
When we replied in the negative he stated that
was good as it would make it easier to talk to
us. He expressed the anti-semitic statements
previously espoused by Jamal and claimed that
the business and store burnings in the Watts and
colored areas were directed against jewish owmers
and that if any 'Anglos' were victims it was be-
cause the people had found it difficult to dif-
ferentiate."
QUOTAS
In a small handbook issued to his followers, the
"Quotable Karenga," he sets forth the philosophy of US, which, in

reality, is his own.
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The Seven-fold path of the Blackness is to Think
Black, Talk Black, Act Black, Create Black, Buy
Black, Vote Black, and Live Black.

X %k Xk %k %
The revolution being fought now is a revolution to
win the minds of our people. If we fail to win this
we cannot wage the violent one.

X ok ok ok %
You can't fight a revolution on a local level. It
has to be fought tqfap%p*g*pational struggle.

We must believe in our cause and be willing to die
for it and we should stop reading other peoples
literature and write our own and stop pretending
revolution and make it,

X ok ok ok ok
The only thing that will make us invincible is for
us to fight-to fight for our freedom and not our
personal selves-to fight to get back the freedom
we lost in 1565, ‘

* K & K x _
Blacks live right in the heart of America. That
is why we are best able to cripple this man. And
once you understand your role you won't talk reva-
lution, but you'll make it.

* ok k ok ok
When the word is given we'll see how tough you are.
When it's "burn," let's see how much you burn. When
it's "kill," let's see how much you kill. When it's
"blow up," let's see how much you blow up. And when
it's "take that white girl's head too," we'll really
see how tough you are.

*k ok Kk k%
We must gear the money going from the church to the
support of the revolution. Revolution cannot suc-
ceed without finance.

X %k Rk %k f
No revolt is isolated. When Blacks revolt in any
section of the country it is an expression of the
entire nation of afro-America.

* kK ok ok ok
Talking general truisms is necessary but not suf-
ficient. To say the white man is the devil is not
enough. What are you §o£n§ to do about it?

It is no longer a question of being an American but of
being free—andﬂleg}s}ation will never make us free.

i X Kk
The Christian is our worst enemy. Quiet as it's kept
it was a Christian who enslaved us. Quiet as it's
kept it's the Christian that burns us. Quiet as it's
kept it's a Christian that beats us down on the street;
and quiet as it's kept, when the thing goes down it'll
be a Christian that's shooting us down. You have to
face- the fact that if the Christian is doing all
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this there must be something wrong w1th

Christianity. e

Jesus said, "My blood will wash you white as show."
Who wants to be white but sick '"Negroes," or worse
yet-washed that way by the blood of a dead Jew. You
know 1f Nadinola bleaching cream couldn't do it, no
dead Jew's blood is going to do it.



Dotnbee 22, 1900
Maibhan Peplgilawy
Hiltor Flle#lin

Responsive o your reguest kha% I record my recollections of
Thursday's meeting with Mrs., Bary Oboly, there follows hefea-
inaf ter bhe highlights of the mestinug.

Pirst, howeves, by W&y »Ff hackmround, newspaper reports en
the third Natiopal Black Fowes Conference held in Philadelphlas
aver the Labor Day weekend in the Noy York Timgs and the Phila-
delphia papers did not indicste any pro-irab resolntions or e@x-
pressions of anti-dsmitism by the conlopees.

de siere rather surpriSed than, to recelive information wn Uetober
jrd from AJC chapter member Tanya Corbin that a friend of hers

gho attended the Conference reported that three importanc Nigerian
diplowats attendsd the Conf:vence andi whipped through resolutions
ghich In sudstance galled for She siimination of ®Zigniem.”

h8 1t subscounently developed the frisnd of Mrae Corbin waz Mraa
Mary Obolu, an americativmarried to a lHigerian, and who has ju3®
raturnad to the United States after spending eleven yedrs in
Kigeria. Mre. OUbolu, & melf-confessed milikant bleck, who decrieg
wvhat she describes as the pervasiveness of anti-femitism among

the Black Militamts, attended nll sessions of the rhiladelphls
3lack Power Conference,

Mrg. Ubolu reported that ovew® hey protest several Figerian Uip-
lomate presént whipped through without noticeable dissent, a
resolution ¢ulling for the e%jminhtion of Israel and the wiplng
out of Ziontsm. YThe resolution was apparently favorably recelved
in one of the conference compitteés. More significantly, I ¢hink,
was her observation that there were six ™.rabs,"none of whom she
could identify, 1. attendance and freely cireulating throughout
the Conferahce. The implicetion was clsar that the iArabe were
rasponsibla for the Flgerisy rasolution,

On the day of our Octobér 17th seeting, the X ok ¥
ported that some Negroes tended to gee the Nigerla-Biafra civil
war as a plot by Israel %o take owver Africa. The story them went
on to relate that similspy sen*iments were eéxpressed at the Nation=
al Conferenca op Black Powew, which vere verified dy Zfonference
vice~chalrman C. Sumner Stone and attribuled by %Wie % the "grow-
ing Negro anti-Semitism,™
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Hathan Perlmuttes Gebober 22, 1968

In our conversation with iHrs, Obolu she wentured the opinion
that the arabs are actively sgitating among Blacks all aver
the world, ineluding the United Statess. ©She delieves that in
mogt Black african countries, and to 4 lesser degree in the
Black communities in the Tnited States, thé Arabs are galning
a sympathetic foothold Ly virtue of the growlng scceptance of
the Mohammedan religlon by Blacks,and that the arahs nre &f-
foetively wsing religlon as & propspanda device.

ME/ 1k

ecé Harry Flalschman
Haskell Lazere
Bertram Gold
delwma Hirsh
seymour Samed



DRAFT

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

STATEMENT ON NEGRO-JEWISH RELATIONS
October 20, 1908

We have reason to be alarmed by the ferocity of
recent confrontations, by the rising tide of anti-Semitism
at home and abroad, by the rending conflicts all around us
which appear to be rapidly hardening into bitter hatred.
We have reason to be profoundly disturbed as we see our
0ld rules of behavior frequently comprised into futility.
We have reason to feel concern over the fact that violence
has become a routine of our daily lives and that it is
glorified, or at least rationalized, by so many today, as
the only technique for ac¢hieving change. But if we are
distressed by all of these manifestations in ¢ur society
today, we must also be greatly disturbed by the slowness
with which we appear to be tackling basic causal problems
of 1njustice, poverty, ignorance and despair despite the
many official proclamations and expressions (including
our own) of good faith and fine QgientionS-

There are signs that large numbers of Jewg are be-.
ginning to feel that thelr national leadership is more cone
cerned with bettering intergroup relations that with pro-
tecting the interests of the Jewish community., Many Jews
feel that they are the particular targets of the tensions
and conflicts of the urban-racial conflicts, The social
disorganization of the black slums and changing neighbor-.

hoods has directly affected the merchants, small businessmen,,



social workers, civil service employees, teachers, cab
drivers, doctors and others who provide services in these
areds. And there is a rising demand within the Jewish
community for Jewish organizations to withdraw from the
civil-rights struggle and to serve as a counterforce
against rising black militancy.

Hexexrer , We will not be fulfilling our leadership
function if we were to ignore the legitimate fears and
apprehensions of Jews who are victimized by violence and
affected by the demands for greater power by the Negro
community at the expense of hard-won gains made by many
individual Jews.

We most fully function as leaders when, in the great
accommodations that American society has to make to meet
legitimate Negro needs, we express our conceran for both
Negro and Jew, We fulfill our leadership role in its most
creative way wheri we honestly examine each issue which
produces tension and conflict between us and the black
community and make deliberatée cholces -- sometimes in open
disagreement with black groups, sometimes trading and at
other times making necessary compromises, and at all times
seeking solutions pointing tp the greatest good.

While Negro revolt had been sparked by a feeling of
powerlessness, we must recognize that many of the ethnic
groups in lower middle class white America also feel that
‘they can no longer control their own destiny -- that they

too are powerless.
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We must develop & strategy to convince those groups
that alliance and c¢ooperation would yield constructive
results for them as well as for Negroes. Wé nust push
for an economic and social program that will bring lower
middle class and poor whites and poor blacks into the
mainstream of American society.

Equal opportunity for all cannot be achleved unless
we have full as well as fair employment, housing and
education . " . Our nation must put such a progrant

into practice.



dcztober 30, 1968
Seymour ‘Samet
Harry Fleischman

Enclosed is a copy of Whitney Young's reply to my letter
dealing with his ¢olumn on "The Myth of Black Anti-Semitism” which
1 sent to you recently. I think that following up on such columns
helps to keep-our black friends sensitized to the problem,

HF:14
,&]Qlﬂ-g
cc: B, Gold”
M. Yarmon
N. Perlmuttert
L. Levine
A, Wolfe
H. Lazere

H. Bookhinder



v, pobh - o

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

d

68
ate 29 July 19

80 Bertram Gold

jronn Hyman Bookbinder

sulbject Whitne)} Young's CORE Speech

I recently asked the Washington Representative of the Urbain League,
Mrs. Cenoria Johnson, for the text, i1f available, of Whitney's CORE
speech. This morning, I received the enclosed, which I find of great
interest -~ especially the cover memo!l

The prepared remarks are really quite unobjectionable -- as a matter
of fact, very commendable in some places, It's interesting and revealing

what happened to Whiteney's rhetoric cnce he got in front of the group...

C'est‘ la Vieoqp,\.y C'eS‘t la gueri‘e.-‘.

LERDURIoUIST
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National Urban League, Inc,

VVashington Bureau

777 14tH STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20005 « AREA CODE 202.— 393-0124

July ,
Twenty-fifth
LG
MEMORANDUM
TO: Hyman Bookbinder
FROM: Charles W. Sharpe
Program Information Specialist
SUB.J: Whitney Young's Speech at the CORE Convention

The speech made at the July 8 CORE Convention by Whitney M. Young
has received widespread attention both verbally and in the press.
B cause press accounts did noL indicate the complete rationale of

by = T o T S ————
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If we can assist in further interpretation of the Urban League's
"Bold New Thrust" please do not hesitate to call on us.

CWS/bjs



Points covered by

WHITNEY 1., YCUNG, JRE.
Executive Director
HNATICNAL UREBLI LELGQUE
at the

198 CCRE CONVENTICM
Columbus, Chio

Saturday, July &, 1968

Brothers and Sisters:

Your invitation to address this luncheon was given high
priority for several reasons,

Cne, my long time friendship and respect for Floyd IV.c Kissick -
we have on.most issues agreed, but when we in rare instances did
not we never, questioned the motives or the personal honesty of each

1

other - our entire families hayve warm affection for each other,

Two, the tragic events of recent months involving those who
sought change and the crucial issues and challenges before us in
this election year makes necessary the highest possible degree of
unity which can be achieved among those seeking equal opportunity
and ecual results for all £mericans.

q Cre cannot help but view with dismay that for the most part

in Lrerica it i@he good men seeking reform and change who

are assassinated, Lincoln{! Malcolm X, the two Kennedys, Martin
4 :

Luther King, Jr. The reactionaries, the racists, the Klansmen, all

seeking to reverse progress in human relations are apparently safe

in the U, S. A,

£s to unity I come to this convention believing that the goals
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which we may differ and unity does not require uniformity. In fact,
in a wear, and we are in a war against racism and injustice, it would
be the height of folly to have only a cingle method of attack - only

one branch of the service and all doing the same thing, "hat is im-=
portant is that each do his thing well understanding fully hie depen-

dence on the other. It has oftea been 2 CORE frontal direct attack on'

a problein that has rtade a negotiable or a legislative solution by the
Urban League or the NAAC? possible. Here we have riuch to learn
from the labor movement for timing is immportant and when to use
what irethod by whor is crucial. To negotiate across the table, or
to engage in political activity, ig soraetimes more militant and
effective than continuing to picket, But the immportant thing to re-
rmember is that no war is ever won unless there is an intelligent divi-
sion of labor with each respeciing the other.

Cf eoual importance to unity and effectiveness during this period
i3 the necessity to distinquish rhetoric from relevancs or syitbols from.
substance.

Too many people believe we can shout, sing or shoot our way into
power. Tet meassure you now that the real enemy of the black man,
in America is not remotely concerned about our lung power or our fire
power. In fact he welcowes it es a justification for further suppression
and indiscriminate use of hig superior fire power, MNet results = inainly
black people killed - black comrrunities damaged or destroyed. What

is feared most is our brain power - our political power - our economic



power. This comes from what we continue to develop namely a new
sense of pride, of dignity, of destiny,as well as roots. 4nd most of
all a new sense of unity of community, No longer can we afford the
luxury of blacks fighting and killing blacks, Neither can we fall in the

same trick bag as white people have done in generalizing about all

black people, You and I must know that no race has a monopoly on
—— .

\N;

vice or virtue,

Most black people have been beautiful, but some black men
killed Malcolm X, your associate director, Roy Innis' son and daily
exploit their people either as employers, landlords or merchants. Most
white people, as the Kerner Commission report pointed out, are racist
but some are not, Particularly among young people do we witness an
attempt to rid themselves of the disease of prejudice and a willingness
to challenge the institution and the systemas which have perpetuated
racism, Significantly, an increasing number of top corporate leaders
and public officials have demonstrated a flexibility and a desire for
change, These must not be ignored and we and our children must be
prepared to capitalize on these breakthroughs and relationships. We
must conﬁnue to fight and reject those white racists, and ideologically
revolutionists who would send us.back to Africa or establish a more
formal American apartheid,

The Urban League does not apologize for its past contribution
to our black brothers. We were for many years the only resource

to which black citizens could turn for jobs, welfare, housing, educa-

LI



tion, and recreation, Given the limits of law = public attitude and our
small resources - we achieved miracles, But what we did yester-
day, and the way we did it, is not gnod enough for today. So we have
changed some of our focus and are continuing even more,

Recently we announced a New Thrust which included a shift
from our role as honest power broker to that of providing technical
assistance to the ghetto to help it organize, document its needs,
select its own leadership and arrange for creative confrontations
with appropriate officials. In addition, we have, or are planning
programs, for middle class black people, Programs to reduce white
racism, expand leadership development, create black ownership of
businesses - ICBO, program for black campus leaders, program
for ghetto youth groups ~- all involving the Mission Rebels, Real
Great Society, Thugs, Inc., Blackstone Rangers and Pride Inc.

This does not mean we will not continue our present programs
of job developiment placement and training, nor our work to improve
the quantity and quality of housing, education, and health and welfare
resources. Dut the reality of today's situation demands that our Lf{t?j'or
thrust be, in the ghetto developing and stimulating what we call ghe’t%::o
power which the system must be responsive to.,

Brothers and sisters let me make it clear. The Urban League:
bollovan slrongly bn that terpratailon of Wlaek powar whilag) armipline
sizes self determination = pride - gelf respect -~ participation and

control of ones destiny and community affairs,



Ve support as legitimate and historically consistent a minority's
mobilization of its economic and political power to reward its friends
and punish its enemies (others have done this but did not chant). We
do not believe in cultural absorbtion but rather cultural exchange. Vie
believe black people have in the past given much to America which we
insist all our cducational systems must record and teach for both
blacks and whites. We believe blacks are giving much to the present
society and will contribute even more to the future if there is to be a
future for £merica or mankind,

Vie believe,therefore, that black Americans should have the same
options and choices as white £mericans when it comes to choosing a
job, a home, educational institutions, or a religion. We are, therefore,
opposed to enforced segregation as historically advocated by white
southern racists or, practiced in South Africa. On the other hand, we
believe that those who choose segregated living (as other ethnic groups
have done for a period) should not suffer inferior services or facili-
ties. 'We must have black capitalists, black economic stability - black
doctors = biologists, etc. Rut there is not and can never be in America,
black capitalism, & black economy, black medicine, black biology.

Cur seeking of power must assure us of a more major role in the
responsibilities and rewards of the main stream, not a way to escape
1L with tha telkea handouts greantod slwiya bir thoge on thies serervallongs,

“inally, may I repeat rny pleasure at the receipt of your invita-

tion and cominend CORE and its leadership for its effort through this



conference to establish not only the symbol of black unity but also

the substance. Whatever our differences, and this conference has
proved they are small compared to our similarities, may we never
forget we are black brothers who carry on our shoulders the respon-
sibility as did our forefathers for thousands of our brothers who still
exist in the midnight of poverty and despair; and more important, for
yet unborn generations of black children who will have reason, I hope,
to bless, rather than curse us.

May I close with the words of Brooke Benton's song 'l AM A MAN,"

I'ra @ Man and I just want to live like one.
Why must I fight for what I want?
I'm so weary and it is more than I can stand.

I'm a Man and I want to hold my head up high.
I'm flesh and blood and I've got pride,

Can't they see it? Won't they ever understand?
I'm a Man..

How do I hide the tears in my eyes

When I go to tell my son,
The things he's heard - they're no more than lies,
He's as good as anyone.

I'm a man,

And soon the day is goin' to come,
V/hen I'll be free to live like one.

Then I'll stand tall and be seen for what I am.
I'm a Man...I'm a Man..,I'm a Man.,

|



November 12, 1968

Theodore Ellenoff, Hdward Moldover, Bert Gold, Nate ferlmutter
Hagkell Lazerw

Meeting with. leadership Coalirion - Black rinisters - Novémbers &, 1368

Marc Tanenbaum set up a meeting With Pastor William Jones, and others of the Black Leader-

ship Coalition about which we have talked previocusly. Present at the meeting in addition

to several black ministers, most all of whom were Baptists, were Marc Tanenbaum, Rabbi Halpern.
Farry Fleischman and me. The purpose of the leeting was to discuss what they could do with

us about Black anti-Semdtisin.

‘The meeting which was scheduled for I1:30 A.M., in Reéverend Jones" chiurch didn't get under way
until almost noon. Marc explained the purpose ¢f the meeting and explained it very clearly
in terms of our conéern about Black anti-Semitisn, whether it be real opr imagined at this
point in history.

Instead of talking about the issue Marc had posed, the grodp took on Shanker, and blamed
Shanker for everything that was happening, said directly and indirectly to us on a nuaber

of occasions during the course of the meeting that since Shanker was Jewish and we were
Jewish, we had a responsibility of getting rid of him and/or of changing his mind on the
surrent school strike. They blamed Shanker forr all of the racism and they blamed us for per-
mitting him to operate in the fashion that he has. They kept saying things like “how do we
know that you're sincere in dealing with us unless you qau show some kind of actiom i
gormection with Shanker. -

Tt soon became apparent from the discussions thet these were politically unsophisticated
leaders. They were gxtrenely emotional and kept reciting -the number of discriminatory
practices which had afflicted Negross as Negross, kept saying that things have got to change,
and they had the responsibility of taking the lead in accomplishing the changes and that

not to do that would mean an abdication of their leadership role and destroy their effevtive-
ness with their own people.

When we talked about Poynter to them, Reverend Jones pullsd out the UFT teproduction of tha
Poynter article and said, "you see, this is what Shanker is doing,” Thien he asked us did
we know who Poynter was, hetauss most of the people in the Negro sgmpnity did not.

It also cane through that these leaders really do not have any feeling For the benefits

that they might get from a labor union - all they can think about are the unions which dis~
criminate against Negroes. Most of the ministers who were present are invelved now in
Operation Preadbasket, and they are chanting a bit to initiate through Operation sreadbagket
a massive boyeott of white stores by people throughout the Negro community. What they 're
veally talking about is organizing the boycott to prevent any Christwas buying from any stores
wihich are white ownet.

One of the ministery, whose name I don't recall, but who cuies fram the Ocean Hill ares, and
works very ciosely with Reverend Oliver and Rhody McCoy, at one point got imgaatient and

wanted 1o walk out of the meeting because we didn't seem to be getting anywhere. ie wanted
to go into his pulpit this Sunday. and start telling the people to initiate the boycott. lg



<3

and others of the ministers Who were présent alleged that they had on several occasiochs
issued statements about anti-Semitisin, condeming it, but the papers hadn't plC.J\&Ch up dny
of their references. They complained that what the papers ware doing is playing up the
extrerists within the Black community and giving the impression that these are the people
who really represent the Elack comminity. They claim that this is certainly not a fact
and they are stunned by the backlash.

Both Harry and Marc went through the whole abe's of how bad it is to genepalize, and the
difference between being against an exploiter be be black, white, Jewish or Christian,
and being against an individual because he is of a particuylar race or a mligion. They
saw the difference but kept coming back to Shanker, At one point in the discus slo’n, Kabbi
Halpern indicated that even if Shanker was no longer the head of the teachers! union; and
somebody else wag, that the situation would be the same even if the guy’s name was O'Brien.
Again they said, well, but that it doesn't change anything because most of the teachers
are Jewish anyho&w. In any statement that comes out they e€xpect that we have to be critical
of the teachers' urion, and particularly Shanker.

At another point,jn the discussion I talked to them in terms of the matter of practical
politics, and suggested t‘xat the way to deal with Shanker is to put him on the spot by giving
him eilm'ythmp that he wants with X*Ic(“oy and Oliver underscoring the genuineness of their
offer by saying that if what they promise - getting the teachers back into the schools aik
giving them classrocn assignments and not only that, but using the teachers according to
their specialties to help the kids in the school - kpepmp* outside agitators out - promising to
discipline anybody who t}m@atuu physically or otherwise any of the teachers, eto., etc., =
to say if it doesn't work, we're out, and that Shanker then would have no place to ij because
MxCoy and Oliver had offered to put their jobs on the line if what they offered didn't work.
Tt would also mean that Oliver and McCoy would become community herces, because they would
make the sacrifice on the basis of what was in the best interest of the total city, not just
Ocean Hill. As I talked there was a nodding of the heads, but 30 seconds later the conversas
tion onge again turned bagk to what we had to do with S‘Imﬂcex .

The meeting adjourned with the consénsus that a statement oh owr part condemnihg raecism and
on their mrt ocondemning anti-semitiam had to be issued, and .Lssuead jointly. e nad talked
about convening a news conference and we had offered to help thew to place some of the state-
wents they alleged had not gotten publicity if they would give ug copies of what had been
said. No-cme was able to produce any written statements at the joment.

It became appafent to Haxwy and Marg and me, that to convene a joint news conference with any
of the ministers might be rather risky, because it could oceur at any time during the news
conferenceé go that they could use the platform for a frontal attack on Shanker, as Shanker ,
not just as head of the union. We've pretty well decided that the thing we havw to do is
draft a statement from our point of view and let them proceed and then meet again on nonday
Cp Tunsdav. T séem to recall that we have a tentative meeting sometime Monday, but it's
subject to confirmation by Mare Tanenbawn,

I think we have to proceed with great cauticon with this or any other group which insists on
havmp just a narrow interest in the issues - their own jroup orly. Maintaining communication
with thege ministers is vital, but I think that we are operating on almost \,.ntlmly different
levels, which is gomgr to require prolonged and frequent discussions until we can get back

to the point of some mtarwmmorml rwla"tlonuhlps instead of continuing on intar-group. They
see decentralization as the primary issue here as well as the pmtectlon of the Negro community,
and they expect us to giwe a strong endorsement to decentralization in our statement as well,

I wonder how they would feel if they knew that Kosemary Gunning was the one who wrote the
original legislation about degertralization when shg wag helping Sevator Hrydges.
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS FOLLOW UP

I have asked Lee Billig to put together the wording
suggested by Messrs. Slawson, Sher and Goldberg as

a basis for the preparation of a revised Statement

on Negro-Jewish Relations. ( ¢ clxbtbljdbj? .
(See attacdad

I would suggest that on the basis of this material

perhaps Seymour would be willing to try his hand with

a revision which we might then send to an editorial

committee, perhaps consisting of David Sher,
John Slawson, Harvey Spear and Mervin Riseman.

What do you think?

It was agreed tocothat a palicy committee should be
appointed to consider the establishment of task forces,
and perhaps this could be discussed at our strategy
meeting on Tuesday in terms of personnel--lay and
staff--to serve this committee, and procedures to be
followed.

cc: Lea Billig



Remarks by David Sher on the subject of a statement on Negro- -Jewish
Relations at the December 4, 1968 Board of Governors Meeting

AJC's constituency and Jews throughout the United States
are looking to us for guidance, in 1 this highly inflamed situation,
and they are especially looking to us for a sense of responsibility.
One of the emotions that is raging through the American Jewish com-
munity and throughout the United States as a result of the explosions
of anti-Semitism is the feeling on the part of many Jaws that: '"I'm
through as far as any participation in the help of the Negro is
concerned. They can go to hell!"

One thing that seems to supersede the importance of anything
that has been said here tonight is that that should not be the
course followed by Jews individually or by the American Jewish com-
munity. And I think we owe it as a duty to make that clear, to make
our views clear, to try to illuminate the thinking of the American
Jewish community.

Now it has not been decided whether this statement is to
be put into the New York Times or whether it is to be circulated
among our chapters or our members. First we have to decide if this
is the position of the American Jewish Committee., When we have
decided that then we can decide what to do with it, I have no pride
of authorship. I wrote only a very small part of it. And if it
is to be edited, if there is to be a deletion here and there then
let's do it.

But let us not shrink from the exercise of this responsibility.

And let us not say ''de-escalate, cool it, you'll add fuel.™ Where
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an issue of anti-Semitism has been raised which has aroused the
whole American Jewish communityj how can the AJC be silent to
its membership at least, and perhaps to the Jewish community at

large.

Remarks by John Slawson

I agree with David Sher's view as to the substance of the
statement. I must also agree with those who criticize the statement.
To be very definite, the AJC must take a public position
with the Jewish Community and outside of the Jewish community but
on a different basis. In other words, a different kind of state-

ment is needed. A statement that I think would be helpful and
constructive is one that would indicate that, of course, we take
sides. We take sides with decency against anti-Semitism but
nevertheless we do not intend to reduce our efforts for human
equality--black or white. That is an important reason for issuing
a statement, because of the very things David Sher has said.
Jewish backlash is coming to the fore., Now we've got to
issue a statement condemning anti-Semitism by Negroes or whites
but at the same time saying that we are not reducing but as a
matter of fact are accelerating and increasing our efforts for
human equality--black and white. That is the kind of statement
we should have had--a brief one without reference to any organization
by category. A simple statement.

We owe it to the Jewish community because of the fact that



some of them believe some of us are too soft on the whole thing
or we should wash our hands of the whole civil rights problem.

So I urge that we should have a statement, but a different kind

of statement.
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' They are the important officials of our govermment and it is :bfc g/

.. en—"
important for them to be informed as to the viewpoints of this L' W
w N
important American organization., And I would hope 4l so that you ;“
"\

would have the leaders of the Congress on both sides so that they

it

v
both can have the benefit of hearing vhat you and the -
representatives of the organization will have to say.
j Now, perhaps I am under an illusion, but this organization

has not remained entirely silent about the subject of the statement

that was very sincerely and, I think, very well discussed a few

P
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minutes agd., I do not think that the American Jewish Committee

_can remain silent about the issue of Nezro relations with the

—_—
s oy &

Jewish community or, indeed, the much larger question of the whole
problem that confronts our country as a result of the developnents
.&\%g with respect to the black community. But we haven't been very
reticent on the subject. TIndeed, in Atlanta I mads a statement

about it as your president., I'm not aware that it aroused any

ondsZonl el

>
strong dissent in the organization: And I wewXd like to recapitulate

’ 4 ", & ﬂp" %

in 4 very brief a2 "“"/Wzﬂ J ;{ﬁ..,f Z ‘)7 e o f”“’f
fi S gonT RS 7 ' 7 andes e
Corviealol

+. T shall continue to assume that it commands the support of the
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board and the membership. It does not seem to me that the issue

is terribly complicated, and it does nat seem to me that we have

_ ! to state the viewpoint of the
o h&yw ,,-.’,m.;,.ﬂ@wv

American Jewish Committee. The American Jewish Committee is

to rely

against extremism in any forr, whether it's black or white
extremism. The American Jewish Cormittee is against any mani-
festation of anti-Semitism, whether it comes from black or white
extremists, and we'll combat any manifestation of anti-Semltism
with all of the force at its cormmand. The American Jewish Committee
does mnot believe that the manifestatiqns of" anti-Semitism on the
-part of black extremists fepreéent the opinion of the great body
of the MNegro community of the United States; nor does it belileve
that the manifestations of anti-Semitism by the white extremists
represent the viewpoiﬁtvof the overwhelming population of the
United States. The fact that there have been manifestations of
anti-Semitism in both the white -- among the white and black
extremiégztéhould intensify rather than deter the efforts of the
American Jewish Committee to bring justice and equality to all

o T2

Americans, black or white. An organization such as this, which
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has been founded on the concept that human rélatiohs must be the
keystone of a deﬁocracy should not, at this date, relinquish its
commitment to that great ideal And, therefore, the problems which
have arisen in this area sﬁouldlead us to intensify our prbgrams
and not diminish them. It seems to me Hket these are very simple
statements; it seems to me ®irat =hy they represent our common
point of view: they can be simply stated and they can represent
the credo of an organization which fundamenéally beliefgsin this
point gf view. We must not on one hand denigrate the dangers of
any manifestationd of anti-Semitism, nor must we add to or

%RWML~4V4$E&1‘£ﬁAEu> /A

exaggerate %

6;g¢ég£,c$?n~navikﬁ;

manifestations of anti-Semitism. And to give you a case in point,

because there are some

just within the last few days , == - e
(e ought not to be reluctant to point out that just ag there is a
danger in overlooking manifestations of anti-Semitism, there 1is

a danger in exaggerating manifestations when they occur. IFonr
example, we have had the despicable and deplorable incidents in

New York where some of our Jewish synagogues have been desecrated.
Fa
That is a monstrous ac¢t which, of course, carries with it every

=,
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condemnation ;zaz?e .:; = Lz Jewish or non-Jewish can

x

express., At the same time I must say in all frankness that when

I saw some of our rabbis in New York compare this with the terrible
night wren dﬁbﬂ,i? vZ%:f Hitlerite period when Jewish synagogues
were burned down with the approval and under the sanction of the
German authorities, that that analogy is pretty far-fetched, indeed.
The authorities of this city are doing‘everything within their
power to find those responsible and to'bring them to punishment..
And we must always remember that there 1s a great difference
between governmentally sanctioned intolerance and intolerance
“which comes out of&prejudice and hatred of individuals. The two
things are not analagous, they cannot be appropriately compared,
and they must never be allowed to stand on the same footing; and

a responsible organization, responsible to the American community
and responsible to the Jewish community must not hesitate to say
that. DBecause we have the'task,: — an enlightened

* Y, '/ £ -y
organization-wvhich has been GQ?%;&?MWM& #SE W”‘M4/ {L (s ”' &x‘
C@“LMPM‘W *fgﬂ&f“w«f“"&/
/ %@%uﬂ¢

and good judgment into these problems. And we have the task also ﬁ”‘d
Sid ™

of educating our ownt Jewish cormunity which, understandably, because

by



vdf the holocaust, /uggGZZ;, — sometimes over-reacts

to manifestations of this type when they occur. So. T believe,

members of the board, it will not be very difficult to make a
v;;§‘éimp1e and a very dignifiéﬁ*statement in which we express

P - - . el o

what I know 1s the shared view of everyaé%}here about this problem,

 ctonsel vl et proie a ‘
and that emZ ssiZion Lo public enlightenment and to the

e

enlightenment of the Jeﬁish community in this very troublesome

pz.u:,

v .
and difficult area. T commend the staff for the restraint with

e an b i

which they have approached this terrible problem which=wrose out
of the New York school situation., There, too, we would be_bugﬁng

our heads in the sandsif we did not realize that there are rights

CoZrosrssi
on voth sides of this cenfliect and what we have witnessed is not

a situation which can be easily appraised, We have witnessed the

collision of two rights, which very often causes the greatyest

difficulty in solving and it is not yet solved, and that there

| B aimtoll L posiricol, <
are racial undertones and overtones, obvious to everyone who reads
» ® r] . '
el iamilo £ f—[mmwdm' v
the papers,’with the situation in New York. I am very anxious --

and the reason I spoke up in support of Bert'!s provosal Tor an

in-depth study -- I am very anxious that the American Jewish
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Committee contribute somethinf. substantive in the area of the

principal racial problem we have in the United States and that
is the evil and sickness of racial discrimination against the
black population. We bring to it unique resources: we have been

the greatest victims of racial discrimination in the world and,
g Tk G
uZZS-AMrdgvézgwﬁﬁlj/

the sympathy and the feeling thét‘no other group can bring to the

as I have said many lormea, <ere &':«;yﬁ"&:f' Lo ’4\—7 Zo

-

problems of the INegro community. And I would hope 1If the cormmittee

£

v "
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which deals with panels is constituted -- recommends a panel; we
will have a really wide, wiéé-spread and prestigious panel

address itself to this problem, a very difficult one for our

GieZ
country, and*ve will make a contribution to public understanding

of this grave issue, the key to tiWe solution of which we have not

yet found <&£a. Americans and perhaps we can

nake a unique contribution in this area.

Now, I don't know whether you had the opportunity this

morning to read this provocative,cilaﬂ that George Kennon (?)
&8 I o ) g

save to the assembly in Princeton Whichﬁﬁﬁiﬂow going on =
o >

-

pgople from all over the world. It's beeﬁ‘qalled an intellectual

assémbly, Sometimes that word gpoils any possible good results
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N Consideration by the
Board of Governors
WVednesday, December 4, 1963
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Recently the Mational Association for the Advancement of \\\
/ ‘ )]

Colored People published in its joughal, CRISIS, an admirable
| statement underscoring its belief in the democratif process and
' assailing those who, in theiy pursuit of socia;/gﬁahgeqapppal
) to extremism, racism, prejudice and anti-Semitism, Addressed
primarily to Negroes., tlie statement denouncgd,those extremists whose
program for the black community is rooted An hatred of whites,
social disorganization and a withdrawal ffom the goals of an
integrated social order. /' )
The American Jewish Committee Héils this/ action by the NAACP.
1t is§ vital gt this time for Amerijcans to be reminded of what the
majority of black Americans believe. Too,often in recent months
we have been exposed to the ;ﬂ@emperate views and the raucous
voices of a small, unreprqse;tative portion of the Negro community.

Too quickly, many white Americans hav¢ concluded that these latter

were the true representatives of Negroes on whose behalf they

/ |
\ resumed to speak. '

The American Jewish Committee believes JifEttenkhip=iie-—
bedieve-that blacks want whiat most other Americans want~aﬁ35ﬂﬁsvfwez

Jobs with equal opportunities for advancement, decent housing,
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a good education for their chlldren, security against attacks on
their persons and their property, and an open society in which

they can move freely with digrnity--these are the goals of black

men as they are of whites. Y (>

—(NJ W\U\_‘w YW&)\J k—U\;‘ r~\;~n&t /kj\’

(:ﬁé ourselves have actively pursued these goals to improve the
W™

quality of the lives of American Jews and we have con51SLentlz g I
Q)oa—«*sl:ue—imaaﬁe-e {{”

been in the vangua rd of this contlnulng struggle
all ggou;ffgfh unately at this moment this struggle is

being \J%g a major power conflict between black and
white rather than as an American quest for human decency and

economic adequacy. An unhappy by-product is the exploitation of

< - ‘VWW : |
anti-Semitism on the part of s v Ps who

deld seek to provoke confrontatlon between Negroes. and
F i A Gy N\:\MM—-' e LR VIR NN
Jews;/ It would be tragic to permit this to weaken our historic
] Y tets

(’ alliznce in the pursuit of justice at a time when joint efforts
toward this end are essential.
. One important quality of an effective coalition is the

.kJLMAK)A“Eecognition that it brings together diverse forces which do not pwdwj§
NM
M O~ always agree on all matters before them. In this process we must

k”ﬁuyp honestly examine the issues which produce tension and conflict
\,_u\ w&x
ne M

ol NNB)Q of accommodation and compromise that is €ssential to progressive
Lo A ‘Q-\

among us and strive for solutions that will lead to the kind

change in our pluralistic society.



Just as we will not be intimidated from struggling for our
own rights by anti-Semitism from any source, white or black, we
will not he deflected by iﬁigk’extremism from our purpose of
helping black people achieve their full role in American society.
We shall do more, not less, to attain this end. We shall move
forward in that pursuit without a chip on our shoulder or & mask
on our face.

The late Martin Luther King, Jr. sounded the keynote for our
time: '"We must live together as brothers, or perish together as

fools."



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date December 6, 1968
to Bert Gold

NPUE.OWaDW

from Seymour Samet J

subject Board of Governors' Action on Negro-Jewish Statement

I told you I had some concerns about the Negro-Jewish statement
which you asked me to prepare for the December Uuith meeting of
the Board of Governors.

The decision made by the Board for yet another rewrite does not
bother me. The reasons given, however, depress me! My concerns
include:

1. We have criticized the black community for not speaking
out against anti-Semitism. One finally did speak out and we
admit they appear to be without public expressions of support.
Conclusion? Play it safe and don't indicate support. Do
exactly what we criticized the others for doing - avoid be-
coming unpopular even if you feel that justice demands support
for a statement of moderation.

2. There is no question that the extremists would not like a
statement. such as the one we proposed. Since when are we com-
mitted to popularity among anti-Semites? What "common cause"
with extremists who appeal to violence could we possibly harm?

3. The question of "who speaks for the Negro" is a straw man.

No one organization does. But we do know from all of the

recent polls that the majority of Negroes espouse a moderation
most articulately expressed by groups like the NAACP. It is
interesting to note how concerned some voices are for the loud
voices of splinter organizations but continue to ignore, belittle
or deride the NAACP - the largest Negro organization in the U.S.

Finally, I am concerned about using meetings of lay boards to air
staff disagreements (The recommendation by Marc that the statement
not be accepted is a case in point.) I am not suggesting that we

must or should have staff ideological conformity, but I am strongly
urging that these differences be debated outside of the arena of

lay deliberations. To date, I personally have observed what I thought
was appropriate professional discipline in av01d1ng such debate. If

I misunderstand the ground rules along these lines, then I would like
to be set straight so that I can plan accordingly.

SS:eak
cc: Nathan Perlmutter, Selma Hirsh



Decembet 16, 1968
Will Katz

Lee J. Price

_ Southwide Canference of Black Elected Officials
Atlanta; Georgia +- December I1 ~ 14, 1968
Sponisored by the Voter Education Project of the Southern Repional Council

A unique @dd historic conference of some 2350 black officials, chosen in local,
county, and state electione, gathered in Atlanta o6n December 11 - 14 for the
first Southwide Conference of Black Elected Officials. The attendance repre-
gented 3 majority of some 385 elected Negro officials now holding office in the
South, The Voter Education Project contributed enormdusly te the historic
achievement. HNegro registration in the 13 Southern states today is approxi~
mately 3% million, and its impact is demonstrated by comparison with 1965,

when thete were oply 70 Negro office holders in the region.

Teneral segsions included the Wednesday opening dinner speech by Julian Bond,

a public forum addressed by Mayor Richard C. Hatcher, of Gary, Indiana, Thursday’
evening at Clark College, the Friday dinner address by Attormey General Ramsey
Clark, and the closing Saturday luncheon address by Mrs. Shirley Chisholm, the
Congresswoman elect from Mew York. There were 3 workshop sessiong (Thursday and
Friday afternpons, and Saturday morning), divided into 6 catepories: school
board members, city officials, county officials (which were sub-divided into

a special session for Mississippl election commissioners, since they have na
other county governmental responsibilities), law enforcement officials, and
state legislators;

1 was asked t¢ act 48 recoérder foP the eity officlels workshop sessions., of
which John Felld, of the U.8. Conference of Mayors, was the convener.

My presence, I feel, was useful to the agency. ¥ was ideptified there as AJC
staff, which pave tangible avidence of ocur continued support for the legitimate
aspirations of black people, and 1 made contacts which I think should be help~
ful to our other area directors im the region. For this reason, they are being
furnished a copy of this report, together with the mames and addresses of black
office holders in thelr area.

AJC's new bibliography, "Negro History and Literature,” wag ¢alled o the atten-
tion of the participants in the workshop for school board members. TIn this
connection, I just recelved a phone call from a Southern Repgional Council staff
memwber, who indicated she was placing 4n order for 300 copies with New York.
Another AJC publication, “Police on the Urban Frontier,” was called to the atep=
tion of participants in the law enforcement and city officipls workshops, and L
think this may well result 1p some orddrs.
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I was very impressed with the dedication and high qualifications of the vast
majority of thode participating. As far ag I could determine, théy unanimously
rejected black separatism and, while very conscious of thelxr special responsi-~
bility to their black constituency, they seem to he d@incerely determined to
gseek ways to be an instrument of racial reconciliation, and are attempting ta
communicate with &nd serve their white constituents, with special concern for
the plight of poor whifes, I was the only Jewish proféssional participating in
the Conference due, fio doubt, to the close relationship we enjoy with the
Southern Regiomal Council and the Voter Education Project.

Bast regards.
"
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cc:\/éathan PerTmuttef
Seymour Samet
Harry Fleischman
Trving Levine
Isaiah Terman
Charles F., Wittenstein
Brant Coopersmith
Gustive Falk
Milton Feiner
Walter Zand

hm. Sl
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..il O, EN LETTER TO ALL OF THE JLACK ELECTED OFPICL.LS HRETING
IIT .GTL.nm&.U..

DLACK _.FRIC..N DROTHERS:

Tho Clack Pooplos /llianco, an organisation of students working to
unito, politically, with our biothors in tho commmnity hcs alroady
‘bogun to do what you, our politi rgprqgégtntj.vofq‘ dold hgve °
alroady donot namoly building ﬁ ican Political Party,

During tho past Hovowbor oloctiop ¢
anco passod out tho atiBachod loafle
Ltlanta, It oxplainod why wo shoul
thoraforo wo should forw .our o E
- 3des (ot dro olir 0loetol roproce®
sano infromation to you, tho bHloal
onco laiowing that you havo tho p
~frioan Porty horo and now. Ari@ be

ombors of tho Dlaok Pooplos .1lli-
t to tho African community in

4 adnmit that wo are Jicans and
~{oan Part: for solf-dota mination
cdtivos wo ero passing out this
oloctod officinls of this confor-
(4 »nt tho #ill)to form an

sauso of tho danga~ of gonocdido £6
a party for tho liba ation of

«frisans in Anorica and through tho world just W
. an._ggoinst tho .rab# iA tho Middlo Easf that thoy sall

ow of courso wo oxpoct both tho Caucasions and Jcap cttonding
this conforonco to brand us as black soparatists(i.o. Trio Dlack
Powori) ns thoy always do whon .fricans in imorioa movo toward libare
ation.ond solf-dotarmination. Wo know thoir chargos will bo medo to
ﬁggqal thoir own whito racism and to cover up tho faot that thoy

a how the ‘odvorso offoct that thoir whita prosonco hevo on sotting

@ thor an Unclo Tom tono for Dlack political noctings; or provi

i‘:‘ a forum in tho nooting whoro militants thioatan tho whites rathor

# than addross thoir black brothorse. Tho not offcet {n oithor cnsq 1s
that dlack pooplo loave tho me ting not scoing the nood for an auto-
nomous political institution, Lot it bo said horo that wo aro not
disnayod by chargos of black soparatisn soning from whito pooplo for
it is nono of thoir businogs how wo doeido to organizo in our own
solf intorost. Wo aro, howovar, @oncornod thot somo of our ..frican
brothors attonding this confarohco might misuridorstand our purposog
and thoroforo in ordor to avoid such nisundorstanding, wo are making
availablo ono of our roprosontativos to bo a‘_llo“wod,n?’r roquostod, to
addroas tho conforonco in ordor to moro fully oxpain tho position of
tho young .fricans in .mcrica that you arc supposod to bo tho spoko=-
nen-for, o will oxplain our posjtion on ono aondition: That 1O
WHITES bo prosont at tho timo wo spoak about black politics., If you
do not havo tho courago to accopt us, your youth, thon porhops it is
bost that wo ‘do not attompt to spoak at this timo. In any ovont
whotheor wo aro roquostod ta spoak(and wo would 1iko to)of not W will
continuo our plans for tho duilding of our /frican lartyphowovor,wo
aro loaving tho door opun for you to ontor at a latar dnto, Wo are
painfully awaro that nocd us o8 much 4s wo nowd you for divided
wo arc niggors ond unitod wo aro /fricans, Wo havo no timo to quareal,

IT 13 POOLISH POR CHICKENS TO PIGHT WHILE TUE IL.WI IS LTCHING !}



ARE BLACK PBOPLE AMBRICANS?

In order to end the fruitless debate over who is blackest in
Americé, in order to end the competitiva and divisive and almost
seélf-destiuctive childlike game of trying to.out-black each other
by falsely stating, "'wi am better i"han you “bgc_"aui.é' I am blacker than
lyon" We hgvu_co-e up with a p:o‘ . to ¢nd, once and for all, the
dobntc ovéx “blackness"™ by c.ouiw\;bo color Black as an 'isgue and
”“““YivlIﬁthﬁhtv“utgh"irmuch'ﬂn-pux*c al—i3 e~ that-of. Africa. ..

thgs.-.. the issus will no lpongar be %ﬂmr we uct:opt that we are black

ot mot, it will be whether we Lthat we e Afzican op nokt.

- P

The Blackest pcople inmthigunuld ixe the onas who are in Africa
or are of Afxica and affirn uhq«#ﬁéf are, rather than dernying who they
are. Thus, in America the qkug.,s.m of who is blackéat ends when we
announce that weé now accept with pride the fact thal we are Black
Afticans-+ fof the most part.

pofte 1w

The question of who 1is blackest is settled by oul Acceptance

that we are Black Africans, and once we have said that, it's thp. to

work, not talk.
—

e v o mew ARG OT URrEOEEgETto-distinguieh.youSromthE- PAOPLE~ o .

because Black "African" will beé a bénd that ties you to the pvqp’l'c.
Black will not be a divider of African People because Africa will

be a unifier of all Black people.

il
. Please help us, Black People’s Alliance, in our éfforts to

change the Atlanta University Center into an all Black University

which relates to our homeland -- Africa.
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date December 30, 1968
v
to Bertram H. Gold, Nathan Perlmutter

from George Salomon

subject AJC Newsletter, Vol. %, No. 5

In accordance with Bert's suggestion, we have tried
to get Father Andrew M. Greeley's approval for a
Newsletter lead article adapted from his forth-
coming AJC pamphlet.

Unfortunately, we haven't been able to get through
to him during the Christmas season. To keep things
moving, we have meanwhile compiled the article.
Here it is.

May we have your reactions as soon as possible,
please? If you are satisfied with what we have
here, we will call Father Greeley again --
preferably on Tuesday morning -- and get clear-
ance from him.



?e_ygn.d _the Zpichetst Why Jews and Blugks Disagree

By Andrew h, Greeley

Thewe excerpts from a study of imuigrant aad in=aigrant
groups amd their voufllets Ln American life preview &
publication scheduled by AJC's Institute of Humgn Relde
ions Pregs for the spring af 1769, and tentatively

entitled "Tha Différences That Divide Us.”

Father Gresley has written widely om the goclology of
peligion. He is Prpogram Director of the National Opinion

Regseagell Cepter st tne Unlversity of Chlcagos

P e R et e L e 2 A | Moo etafogbnt,




The causes ¢f the New York 8chool strike arg many and
complex., But one way of locokiig &t the conlflict 1s to see
it 85 & struggle bewween tradeé unionists, mestly but not
entirely Jewish, deteérmined tu defend the traditianal
rights of union members won through many hard decades of
striked and collectlve bargeining, and blagk militant
leaders and followérs, deternined to contrel what 13 taught
in the gohools their chlldren dttend and who teachas in
these schools,

The gonfilet in Brooklyn is cast in the mold of typical
American inter-ethnic c¢onfllet, Theuse conflicty are part
of the history of Americéan society, and show no signs af
ending. | Men y if not most of the group confllets thet ocgur
in the United sStates can be inLerprated as & struggie be-
twéen immigrant geoups for what chey think 1s theip raiy
ghave, These groups may a&lso be regciul ar religlous gruups,

but 1t seems to we that at the root of ethnie confliets is

the gtruggle of iMmigrant group® for political gud social
power,

There 18 o pair of ethnit gioups which duonfict, glven
the proper circumstanges,; lock horns with @dch ¢fher. Thus,
Americdn Jewsy essily the most lLiberal and progresalve
ethrnig group in the country, find thomselves faced with
the posisibility of flerce combat with another e¢thni¢ group
ou whos® side they have bed&n in wany other controversiss,

The Jew could flght the Irishmiu {and vige versa) with



somethinog of 4 clser gonscience, but to fight the black is
something else agein, And Jewigh leaders discover that
theré is more racism latént in thedr communities thea they
would have thought, while some black lzaders who could
goarcely have bamen unhwarg 6 the dntimSemitism of thedr
follgvers may fiad it convenient to appeal Iindirectly ie
these feel ingg.

3% # 4

Intensiveé study of American ethnlg groups ia long pwardus.
Pirst of all, the wandering of fiations which hagd wroduced
the United States Llg one of the most éxtraordinary social
phenomena in the whole history of mankind. Ethnie inter-
action snd ethnie conflict in anerizan soglety can tgll us
meny bthilngs abgut humen relaiionships that we are cnly bes
ginning dimly to understand,

Secondly, the Lumediste soglal problems oulf soclety faces
canngt be solved unless we understand moré dbout how ethnie
groups relate with one another,

Finally, it might bé easier to understand thé probleds
of thé tew lmmigrant groups if we were rore aware df how
oldér immigrant groups ¢oped with their prohlem when they
were at a similar state, 1 certainly do not subseribe to
any interpreétaticn of American raclial problems which says
that the blaaks" problems will be solved in the same way.
The Irish, the Slovaksy the Itallans, $he Jews were at
lesgt nob brought &z slaves, nor kept in slavery or near

slavery for hundreds of years, Nor are their skins &
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differént codor from that of ¢ther Ameriesrs., Newsrtheless,
there are certain gimilaritiss in the progess through which
all imalgreant groups must pass.

For &xampley theve is, to my krowledgé, not &4 single ac-
cusatien made dgalnst nsdtcks that wag not previgusly made
against my Irish aneestors, The oaly basic difference
can determine is that when the Irish rioted, they really
did so in a big way, and thet nothing the blacks hawss yet
done will compare with-~let us say-—ihs anti-dralt riots
of 1863 in New Yprk.

A number of segdal sclentists have argued that social
confliet is 2 selfety walve wechanism, In this &ontext, the
présant. phass of blagk militancy @an be sesm @s & highly
¢ons Grut t1ve experiencé, because it Ls farcing the larger
society te concede to the bl,a.c‘?:kmr positions, prestige,
power,; control dand responsibility appropriate for them,

I there was ngot 3ocigl eonflict to force this restructuring
of soclety, then there might be an eruptios which would
taar the structums apart. But it is st1ll necessary to guy
that thers are twe kinds of sopial conflict-~that which
isads tu restructuring gnd that whigh leads to destrucilon,

Most of the gonflicts between ethnis groups aund religlo=
ethnic groups qurrently golhg on ilu Américan society are
well ®ithiln the rules of the gume. Violence may occasionally
break outs; but given the size, cowplexlty and uewness of
Americdn gocletys thé astonishing phenomsnon iz that 1% ig

no morg déestPuctive then it is,



el

There 1s, first of sll, political competition snd coas
fov ¥ oLp
fliotﬁAAn,NhW‘Ybf& there 18 the struggle between Jews and
Catholica for =ontrol of the Demoeratle Party; and among
the Catholice there i3 couflict between the Italilans dénd
the Iriah.

The 3econd focus for conflict is nousing. The ¢onfliet
betwean white and black has bLeen so well publisized that
we have perhaps forgotten that vther ethonig groups hive
"battled" for uelighboynoods @nd 4t even Loday.

Bdueatlen provides another focuse Various white ethnic
groups have fought for contreol of publie gehool Bystems,
Cathalies have generally supported religlous d¢tlvities in
publi¢ schoolsj Protemstants are divided qn the issue, and
mogt Jews are for Pigorous separation ©f dhurch and Jtate,

Ethnlg battles alaw ragé in the trade unlons where leaders
§hip, ones German or Irish or Jewish, hés shifted towsrd
the Itelians and the Slavie immigrant groups, In tha busi-
ness wordd, partlicularly the woprld of the small eutreprengur,
such fés the construction tontractor, v¢igorous, nct to izay
vicious, competitlon can exist aloug ethnic lines,

Soms af the ¢onflivt situdtions are purely ethniec; Jther
sonflicts =pre ethnic and racial or religlous, But it 1g
not marsly mliglous thuory that keeps Catholiass and Jews
susplelous «! eéch other, 1L is not raclsw that iz the
fgsue in Hooklyn, seve very indirectly. Evem if these twa
- fagvors ¢ould be drained cut, the basic rosantmsnt toward

strangerd who #pe not "aur kind of peogple,™ who are trying
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to take or keep something from us that is rightfully ours,
will make the sounflict almost &g gericus d4s &% is at the
present. times;

# i t

We must agsum@ that compstition among different groups
for rescurces thabt dre scdree or dre presumed to he Sgarcy
is inevitables The guestlon 1a tg what sxtent the compe-
tition gam be prevented from turning iszto aounflict,

We must, Lt deemsa o me, resopnizs that ethnie problyms
are likely to persist, and thabt it doe§ wo geod ©o lament
or merallze about them, We must ba zarefully aware of oup
owni eothrnié blag mnd vnot permit ourselves the luxury of
adopting & superior attitcude. We ulso mudt Show gredp selfe
redtraint in attacking the leadership of other groups, =ven
though that leadership is véry likely to leave idtsSelf open
t6 such attacks.

If cur reaction td the fears of black immigration is
merely to sondemn the prejudice of, say, Poles-sind even
worse, to deséiibe 1t @s Polish prie jgd,ice-'i.etmm wd might
Just a3 well keep OSur blg mouths shuk, [3 is jaay sndugh
for liberals, intellectuals éud Gther upper middle-class
types o dlsmiss the Slavie home ownsi®s fears hs belng
primitive exd Uneducated, but they are still very real
fears and, up to 4 poilnt; valld cnes, Unless we ghn find
weyg@ to lesgen these fraras; there are nu grounds for
reajonable expectationg that faner racial hetiret will

decl itig,
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